

    
      
        
          
            Toggle navigation
            
            
            
          
          Majid Alfifi
        

        
          	Home
	Publications
	Scholarship
	Experience


        

      

    
    
    
    

Majid Alfifi


PhD Student

Department of Computer Science and Engineering

Texas A&M University

[my_last_name] 'at' tamu.edu







  

My research is in the area of social media analytics with a focus on the application of machine learning methods and big data tools to characterize, detect and combat misuse in social media systems. I am fourtunate to have  Prof. James Caverlee  as my advisor.




About me: I have a Master of Software Engineering degree from
Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh Pennsylvania and a B.S. degree also in Software Engineering from King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals  in Dhahran Saudi Arabia. I worked for Saudi Aramco, the national oil company of Saudi Arabia for 4 years and then moved to the private sector for another 4 years working on social media analytical systems using big data tools such as Apache Hadoop and later Spark. In 2015, I went back to King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals but this time as a lecturer in the computer science department and later moved to Texas to work towards a PhD degree in computer science with  Prof. James Caverlee.




    ** Super excited to be selected as one of the ten teams competing in Alexa Prize (2021)!
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		See also my publications at Google Scholar .

	
     Majid Alfifi, Xiangjue Dong, Timo Feldman, Allen Lin, Karthic Madanagopal, Aditya Pethe, Maria Teleki, Zhuoer Wang, Ziwei Zhu, James Caverlee
 Howdy Y'all: An Alexa TaskBot Alexa Prize TaskBot Challenge Proceedings 2022. 
paper [pdf] | slides [pdf]

	
    Xing Zhao, Ziwei Zhu,  Majid Alfifi , and James Caverlee 
 Addressing the Target Customer Distortion Problem in Recommender Systems WWW 2020. 
paper [pdf] | slides [pdf]

	
Parisa Kaghazgaran,  Majid Alfifi, and James Caverlee
Wide-Ranging Review Manipulation Attacks: Model, Empirical Study, and Countermeasures CIKM 2019. 
paper [pdf] | slides [pdf]

	
 Majid Alfifi , James Caverlee, Parisa Kaghazgaran, and Fred Morstatter 
 A Large-Scale Study of ISIS Social Media Strategy:  Community Size, Collective Influence, and Behavioral Impact ICWSM 2019. 
paper [pdf] | slides [pdf]

	
Parisa Kaghazgaran, James Caverlee, and Majid Alfifi
 TOmCAT: Target-Oriented Crowd Review ATtacks and Countermeasures ICWSM 2019. 
paper [pdf] | slides [pdf]

	
Hancheng Ge, Kai Zhang,  Majid Alfifi , Xia Hu, and James Caverlee 
 DisTenC: A Distributed Algorithm for Scalable Tensor Completion on Spark ICDE 2018. 
paper [pdf]

	
Majid Alfifi, Parisa Kaghazgaran, James Caverlee, and Fred Morstatter 
Measuring the Impact of ISIS Social Media Strategy (short paper). MIS2: Misinformation and Misbehavior Mining on the Web, workshop  at WSDM 2018. 
paper [pdf] | poster [pdf]

	
Majid Alfifi and James Caverlee. 
Badly Evolved? Exploring Long-Surviving Suspicious Users on Twitter. SocInfo 2017.

paper [pdf] | slides [pdf]

	
Parisa Kaghazgaran, James Caverlee, and  Majid Alfifi 
Behavioral Analysis of Review Fraud: Linking Malicious Crowdsourcing to Amazon and Beyond. ICWSM 2017.

paper [pdf] 
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	 Texas A&M Gradute Research Assistantship
	 King Fahd Univerisity of Petroleum and Minerals PhD Scholarship
	 Saudi Aramco Advanced Degree Scholarship
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	 Founder and Consultant, Tawassum Technologies, 2012- 
	 Software Development Manager, Xceed Ventures, 2011-2012 
	 Exploration Systems Analyst, Saudi Aramco, (2005-2008) and (2010-2011)






	
    
    



    
    
    
  

